Boost for Britain’s SMEs as free export certification service is launched in the UK
Morgan Goodwin announces EdgeCTP, which offers free trade documents in minutes
 
London, UK: 10:00, 20 June 2018 - A platform has launched today that enables companies exporting goods from the UK to create an EC Certificate of Origin on-line free of charge. In a first of its kind, the service EdgeCTP (Combined Trading Platform) from Morgan Goodwin, means British businesses will now save both time and money every time they send goods abroad.
 
It’s not just UK businesses that will feel the benefit. The new platform also cuts the cost to the 53 UK Chambers of Commerce in the UK, who are approved to authenticate and stamp the Certificate of Origin document. Historically Chambers are charged for processing each certificate application by the online platform providers, this fee is also now waived meaning the cost saving is also passed onto Chambers to encourage British exports.
 
Exports are a key driver for the UK economy and, despite some negative sentiment in the aftermath of the Brexit vote, continue to perform well. A recent HMRC report revealed exports from England were up 6.5 percent between January and March compared to last year, as well as 12.1 percent in Scotland, 7.1 percent in Wales and 4.9 percent in Northern Ireland. The rise of 6.5 percent across the UK sees exports now worth £244.6billion to the UK economy.
 
“We want to make UK companies as competitive as possible,” said Geoff Runcie, MD, Morgan Goodwin. “Until now, certificates have come at a cost and we saw no reason that should continue be the case. It’s an unnecessary burden on our already strained SMEs and, in the context of global competitiveness, we should be helping, not hindering, the business backbone of our country.”
 
The EU Certificate of Origin certificate - attested and stamped by a Chamber of Commerce - states that goods, being consigned overseas, are wholly obtained, produced, manufactured or processed in a particular country or countries, which satisfies your buyer as to the origin of your goods.
 
To obtain a Certificate of Origin, a business looking to export needs to go online and enter some basic information. It will then be able to type onto the face of the selected certificate and the EdgeCTP platform will check for correctness and submit immediately to the designated Chamber of Commerce, who will either stamp the certificate online or print and send back via post or courier. For an electronically stamped Certificate, businesses simply print on their stock of blank certificates and send on with or ahead of the consignment. Chambers will still charge a fee for authentication.
 
Linda Scott, CEO, West Lothian Chamber, Scotland said, “This is a great step forward for UK exports and should be widely applauded. Local Chambers should be giving back to their business community and doing everything to help it thrive - reducing the administrative cost is a great first step within their grasp right now.”
 
In addition to the free Certificate of Origin service, businesses can also access Certificates for other markets. A European movement Certificate (EUR1), which facilities importing goods at nil or reduced rates of import duty. The ATR Movement (Turkish) Certificate, which allows businesses importing your goods into Turkey to qualify for preferential tariffs. The Arab-British Certificate of Origin, which assures Arab clients of good’s origin. The International Import Certificate (IIC) for goods needing import clearance into the UK and also an ATA Carnet for goods that are going overseas but being brought back in the same quality and quantity (i.e. a passport for equipment).
 
Runcie continued, “Our message to the UK's SMEs is clear - think global. This service is designed to empower UK businesses and make exporting simple. We want to make international commerce less complex and less time consuming and put business owners back in control of their own destiny.”
 
The CTP from Morgan Goodwin is a new Combined Trading Platform category that offers much more than free certificates - it provides SMEs the combined tools needed for national and international trading all in one place. If you are a business looking at exporting and wish to obtain a free EC Certificate of Origin certificate, please visit, http://www.edgectp.com/
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